ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
the Church to the state and to impose a civil organization upon
the clergy led to a violent persecution of religion and the con-
sequent emigration of many priests.
The French Queen, Marie Antoinette, the daughter of Maria
Theresa, was—with many others—active in an effort to save
the monarchy by force. She arranged for the flight of the royal
family (in the midsummer of 1791) to the frontier, where was
gathered the national army, still in theory controlled by the
King. But the flight of the royal family was intercepted; they
were brought back to Paris, where they suffered further indig-
nities, for the King, and still more his wife, were regarded
now as the allies of the foreign forces which desired to invade
France and crush the Revolution. Late in 1791 a second French
National Assembly, newly elected under the Constitution which
the first had framed, proposed to meet the growing menace by
demanding explanations from Austria; receiving no satisfaction,
they declared war on that Power in April 1792.
Louis XVI, the King of France, even at this late hour was
advised to attempt the recovery of personal rule, when all power
had really left him. He discharged his Ministry that summer,
and the Duke of Brunswick, who stood on the frontiers with an
aimed force, wherein was a considerable contingent of emigrant
French nobles, was urged by the Queen, Marie Antoinette, to
issue an injudicious threat. Brunswick thereupon published a
manifesto saying that if any insult were offered to the French
royal family fearful vengeance would be taken upon the French
people and the town of Paris would be destroyed. This was in
July 1792. The answer of the Revolution was an attack on the
Pakce of the Tuileries, where the King and the royal family
were, and their imprisonment. The hostile army crossed the
frontier, massacres of those who had been imprisoned in Paris
under the suspicion of aiding the enemy followed, and on
September 21 the third Parliament of the Revolution, called the
National Convention, declared the monarchy at an end and
France became a republic. The invasion of France was checked,
the enemy thrown back, and a counter-invasion of the Austrian
Netherlands began. Further, the Revolutionaries issued an
Edict of Fraternity to all oppressed peoples, and started on a
crusade for the spread of democratic principles.
The English Intervention.    So far England had kept
aloof. The Revolution was instinctively regarded with hostility,
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